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Dear Family and Friends of Savannah, 
Since the last newsletter the continuing operations of 

our beloved Savannah have 
been moving along.  My intent 
in this newsletter is to focus 
specifically on the 
accomplishments of our 
dedicated volunteers in order 
to emphasize their importance.  
Just recently we were 
contacted by Charlene Baldwin 
and her sister concerning their 
family plot where their Mother, 
Lois Hudkins, is at rest.  In honor of the 100th anniversary of their 
Mother’s birth, they wanted to do something to improve their 
family plot.  Working with former Board President and now 
volunteer, Randy Wiggins, they purchased two beautiful benches 
and worked out plans to reset the family’s headstones.  After 
making detailed plans, one of our more recent and invaluable 
volunteers, Jeff Haskins, took over.  Jeff’s understanding and 
experience in contracting makes him a perfect choice to help out 
in projects of this kind.  He was able to lay concrete bases for the 
benches and reset the headstones creating a beautiful memorial.  
Jeff has also been a great asset in one area we definitely need it – 
the sprinklers.  During the summer months this year some over-
watering occurred creating unusually high water bills.  Jeff was 
willing to review some of the system requirements for the 
sprinklers and has worked on some of the sprinkler heads to 
alleviate possible leaking and over usage.  

Jeff’s willingness to donate his time and expertise is a 
perfect example of what a volunteer really looks like.  As 
President of the Board, I feel that a volunteer is someone who has 
a vested interest in Savannah and a special skill set to offer.  A lot 
of people have the heart to serve, but are not sure what it is they 
can do to help out.  I would ask – what is it you like to do or know 
you do well?  I do not want to see our volunteers doing anything 
they are not comfortable with, but rather wish to see them doing 
something they enjoy.  It could be helping organize the office, 
assisting me in updating the website, helping with the mailers, 
assisting Dwain with filing documents or a number of other things.  
It is more often than not the tasks that would seem small to the 
average person that helps your Board of Directors focus on some 
of the bigger issues at hand.  So yes, again I would ask that our 
friends and family of Savannah take a look at what you may be 
able to offer in the way of the most precious commodity of all – 
your  time.  It does not have to be on a continuous basis either.  
Just a few hours of your time being spent on a specific task can 
be a great help. 

That being said, if you do have a desire to volunteer, 
please contact us to let us know what you may want to help with 
or even just to talk and see what you may have to offer.  A perfect 
opportunity to see what is needed for the continued sustainment 
of Savannah is coming up in our general meeting, which will be 
held Saturday, January 8th at the El Monte Historical Museum.  I 
would hope that all of you will have survived and recovered from 
an enjoyable Holiday Season and be able to attend.  The 
recommendations and communication with all of our friends and 
family is immeasurably helpful in continuing to move Savannah 
forward.  While as stewards of Savannah, your Board of Directors 
works hard on the operations and infrastructure of Savannah, it is 
your input and ideas that can move us in the direction we need to 
go to get to the next level of stability – not only operationally, but 
fiscally as well.   

This brings me to my last humble request from all of our 
friends.  As I mentioned earlier, we did have some uncomfortably 
high water bills recently.  As plot sales are a source of income and 
some of Janice’s fund raising events bring in much needed funds, 
it is not enough.  I would like to ask that if you have the means to 
consider a monetary donation, it is, as always, greatly 
appreciated.  As we all know, the heart of our financial stability is 
dependant upon your generosity.  We have come a long way over 
the past few years, but in order to continue to sustain all of the 
hard work we have put into Savannah, we need to guarantee it 
with whatever fiscal help you can give.  

I thank you for your time and wish everyone a healthy 
and happy Holiday Season. Looking forward to seeing all of you at 
the general meeting in March. 

 
Thank you, 
Justen Wiggins 
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An Early Pioneer . . . 

NOTABLE QUOTABLE 
“History is the witness that testifies to the passing of time; it 

illumines reality, vitalizes memory, provides guidance in daily 

life and brings us tidings of antiquity.”  
Cicero (106 BC - 43 BC), Pro Publio Sestio  
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John T. Haddox 

 
 

John T. Haddox was among the early 

merchants of El Monte.  His store was centrally 

located and was well fitted and stocked as a 

representative country general store.  Mr. Haddox 

also combined the real estate and insurance business 

with his enterprise, and was the agent of E.J. Baldwin 

in his land sales.  A brief resumé of his life and 

association with the industries of the San Gabriel 

Valley is as follows: 

 He was a native of Hancock 

County, Ohio, dating his birth in 

1858.  His father, Jacob Haddox, was 

a native of that State, but a 

descendant of an old family of 

Virginia, who devoted himself to 

mercantile pursuits.  Mr. Haddox 

lived in his native county until 1868, 

when his father moved to Cedar 

Rapids, Iowa, where the subject of 

this sketch received a good common 

school and academic education and 

also received his early training in 

mercantile pursuits.  In 1876 he 

started in life for himself, seeking 

the Golden State as the scene of his 

operations.  Upon his arrival in California he located 

at El Monte, where for about a year he engaged in 

farming with his cousin, William Haddox, after which 

he rented land from Nicholas Smith, about a mile 

east of town, and engaged in agricultural pursuits 

until 1881, he then established himself in the 

mercantile business, in El Monte in Partnership with 

Charles M. Bell, under the firm name of Bell and  

 

 

 

 

 

Haddox.  This enterprise was successfully conducted 

until 1885, when he sold out his interest to Mr. 

Langstadter and established a business of his own.  

He also owned ten acres of land located in the 

Temple School District, which he devoted to 

vegetable cultivation besides 240 acres near Fort 

Yuma in Arizona.  He later disposed of these holdings.  

Mr. Haddox was a progressive and enterprising 

citizen, who by his energy and firm business 

principles secured success in his various enterprises, 

and who was ever ready to aid such projects and 

movements as would build up the 

section in which he cast his lot.  He was 

a strong Republican in politics, and a 

worker in the ranks of his party, having 

been a delegate in many of the 

Republican county conventions.  In 

1881, he was appointed postmaster of 

El Monte, a position he held until 1887. 

 He served for two terms as a 

justice of the peace, first being elected 

in 1881, and later in 1888.  He was a 

member of El Monte Lodge No. 104, F. 

& A.M.  In 1886, Mr. Haddox was 

united in marriage with Miss Victoria 

Mayes, the daughter of the late Dr. 

Thomas A. Mayes, one of the pioneer 

physicians of Los Angeles County and a resident of El 

Monte at the time of his death in 1873. 

 By this marriage there were nine children, six 

of whom are living namely:  Victor, Philip, Dorothy, 

Hilda, Miriam and Marjorie. 

 
 
Source:  
http://theusgenweb.org/ca/losangeles/ElMonteBios/HADDOX_JohnT
.htm 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

March 5, 2011 Annual Membership Meeting 

10:00 a.m.   El Monte Historical Museum, 

 3150 Tyler Avenue, El Monte 
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"Fri_n^s of S[v[nn[h"  

Hol^ C[sino Night 

 
A Casino Night was held on Oct. 23 at the 

home of Frances Chavez in Rosemead.  “Friends of 
Savannah" is putting together information for a tour 
of Savannah Cemetery and Casino Night was held to 
raise funds for signs and brochures.  There was a 
50/50 drawing worth $287.00 divided between the 
winner and the cemetery, There was Texas Hold'em 
and Blackjack as well as dancing.  Frances prepared a 
delicious meal and fun was had by all.  A total of 
$560.00 was raised for the cemetery.  Special thanks 
to Frances Chavez, Barbara Murphy and the 
Rosemead "Friends”. 
 

���� 
 

Pr_gr[ @rtifi]i[l Gr[ss 

M[k_s Ni]_ Don[tion to S[v[nn[h 

 
Pregra Artificial Grass of South El Monte 

installed their product at the base of the kiosk at the 
pedestrian gate on Valley Blvd.  Thanks to Ashlyn 
Linville, Advertising Director for Pregra, the 
installation was done by them at no cost to the 
cemetery, and the materials were sold to us at less 
than half price (a savings of $892.27).  Thanks to a 
donation by Dwain Crum, no Savannah funds were 
required.  It greatly improves the appearance of the 
area where nothing would grow due to lack of water 
being able to be provided to the area.  For more 
information on Pregra, visit www.pregra.com. 

 
 

 

Don & Mary Alley Mary Ellen Peres 

Joyce Bayless Anna Guess Pick 

Larry & Jane Bevington David & Elgitha Ranosa 

Frances Chavez Sue Redding 

Betty Cook  Joan Skaggs 

Dwain Crum Margaret Tan 

Gail Fazawa Elizabeth Voorhis 

Charles & Dana Giboney Jean Walker 

Don & Edith Harrington Glen & Kathy Whitney 

Janet Chase Hassler  

  

 

 

Memorial Tree 
An Australian Willow in memory of Jack 

Bezner, long-time caretaker of our beloved Savannah, 
has been planted.  It is located at the front of the 
cemetery, near the large vault.  Valley Monument is 
donating a bench, which will be placed nearby.  Many 
thanks to everyone who donated to this well-
deserved memorial. 

 

OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS 
���� 
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El Monte Cemetery Association 

P. O. Box 4247 

El Monte, California  91734 

From th_ p[st . . . 
 

Los Angeles Times 

04 Jun 1949, pg. 7 

 

ONE-WOMAN CLASS OF ’88 WILL ATTEND REUNION 

 EL MONTE, June 3 – The entire graduating class of 1888 from El Monte union High School will attend the 

Alumni Association banquet here tomorrow night at Columbia School and the dance later in the Civic Auditorium. 

 The class is Dr. Ada Quinn Brasher, 78, who also will be honored as first president of the association, 

organized in 1899 and which held its first meeting in the spring of 1900.  She was the first student to be graduted 

[sic] from the high school. 

 Mrs. Brasher, for many years an osteopathic practitioner, is retired.  She lives on the old Currier Ranch in 

Walnut in a large Victorian frame house with her daughter, Mrs. W. O. Morris. 

 Nearby is the old ranch blacksmith shop and the stables and barns that housed cattle and horses when the 

ranch was a Valley showplace. 

 In the attic of the house are plush albums with pictures of the gay blades and pretty girls who made Los 

Angeles a social center as the century drew to a close. 

 


