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Letter from Your President 
It is with a feeling 

of great optimism that I, 

as President of Savannah 

Memorial Park, and the 

fellow Board of Directors 

look toward the year 

2012. 

In 2011, a M.O.U. 

(Memorandum of 

Understanding) was signed with the City of 

Rosemead.  The relationship between Savannah 

and the City of Rosemead is at an all-time high.  In 

fact, the City of Rosemead will have its official 

Memorial Day service in 2012 at the Savannah.  

Kudos go to Rosemead Mayor Steven Ly, 

Rosemead's Mayor Pro-Tem Sandra Armenta and 

Rosemead's City Manager Jeff Allred as well as 

others for helping bring this about. 

On the historic status front, we are nearing 

the finish line.  On January 20th, we will find out if 

our historic status will be approved.  We look 

forward to a favorable result.  Special thanks go to 

former Savannah presidents and board members 

Eric Chase, Randy Wiggins, Justin Wiggins, Heather 

Hooper, Sue Redding and others for their efforts. 

At one point in 2011, due to illnesses and 

other factors, we were down to just four board 

members.  It is with great pleasure for me to say 

that as of this writing all nine board positions are 

filled. 

As to myself, I am a lifelong resident of the 

community.  I retired from teaching history in 

2009 after 29 years at Rosemead High School.  

During that time I took many of my students to  

Savannah on field trips.  I look forward to the 

opportunities and challenges of the coming year 

for the Savannah. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dwain Carlo Crum, President 

Savannah Memorial Park 
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RETIRING THE COLORS 
 

On November 8, volunteers came out to help 

place flags on the graves of Savannah’s 104 

known veterans in preparation for Veterans Day.  

In conjunction with that effort and with the 

assistance of Los Angeles County Fire 

Department, Station 42, Savannah Memorial 

Park hosted a ceremony to retire old and worn 

flags using the proper and respectful method of 

burning them.   

Andre Yancey, Mike Knobbe, John 

Jimenez, and Captain Tony Moreno 

Janice Wiggins White 

 

Photos Courtesy of Jim Morten 

Photography 

Happy Holidays to All!! 
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An Early Pioneer . . . 

NOTABLE QUOTABLE 
“History is a kind of introduction to more interesting people 

than we can possibly meet in our restricted lives; let us not 

neglect the opportunity.”   Dexter Perkins 
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Dr. Thomas A. MayesDr. Thomas A. MayesDr. Thomas A. MayesDr. Thomas A. Mayes    
    

 One of the first physicians to cast his lot 

in El Monte was Dr. T. A. Mayes, who came to 

El Monte in 1852 and spent the remainder of his 

life among the people of El 

Monte to whom he 

administered aid and 

counsel in times of need. 

 He was born in 

South Carolina in 1824.  

His father and mother were 

both also, natives of South 

Carolina, his father being a 

building contractor and 

architect.  Dr. Mayes was 

educated in the public 

schools of his home 

community, later, taking a 

course in medicine in the 

Jefferson Medical College, 

in Philadelphia, from which 

institution he was graduated 

in 1846.  he practiced his profession for a time in 

New York State, and in 1847, together with 

several other physicians, took a colorful and 

romantic departure on horseback for the “Far 

West”.   This expedition ended by Dr. Mayes 

settling for a time in New Mexico, where for 

three years, he served the Government as an 

Army Surgeon. 

 In 1852 he came to California in a wagon 

train, and settled at once in El Monte. Buying ten 

acres of land on the present South Lexington 

Avenue, Dr. Mayes developed the tract and 

practiced his profession.  He later acquired forty 

acres of land near Duarte, which was developed 

and later sold. 

  

 
 

 

 

In 1853, Dr. Mayes was wedded to Miss 

Mary Ann King, whose father and mother were 

natives of Virginia and Tennessee, respectively, 

moving to California at about 

that time.  To this union were 

born five children, two of whom 

are now living, Miss Lula, and a 

sister, Mrs. John Haddox, both 

residing together in the old 

Haddox home on East Valley 

Boulevard. 

 In 1853, Dr. Mayes was 

the second candidate to receive 

the degrees of Freemasonry in 

the Masonic Lodge, which at 

that time was just organized.  

He also became identified with 

the Order of Odd Fellows.  In 

religion he was an Episcopalian, 

and politically an influential 

Democrat.  Dr. Mayes took an 

active part in the social and educational 

improvement of the community, and serviced for 

a number of years as trustee on the Lexington 

Grammar School Board.  He was also elected Los 

Angeles County Coroner, which office he held 

for a number of years. 

 Following an active life filled with 

conscientious service to his fellow man and a 

pioneer benefactor to the community of El 

Monte, Dr. Mayes died in 1874. 

 
(Source:  

http://theusgenweb.org/ca/losangeles/ElMonteBios/MAYE

S_DrTA.htm) 

 
 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 
January 14, 2012 Annual Membership Meeting 

10:00 a.m. El Monte Historical Museum 

 3150 Tyler Avenue, El Monte 
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And the Wind Blew . . .And the Wind Blew . . .And the Wind Blew . . .And the Wind Blew . . .    
 

 Many in the San Gabriel Valley sustained 
much damage when a cold Santa Ana wind blew 
through recently, and Savannah was no exception.    
Our four big cedar trees lost large limbs and a few of 
the smaller trees were severely damaged.  We are, 
however, very happy to report that our huge camphor 
tree, recently dated by Arborist John Scott, Park 
Superintendent for City of Rosemead, at 155+ years 
old, sustained no damage whatsoever.  On Saturday, 
December 3rd, a relatively small, but determined, 
group of volunteers arrived at the cemetery and 
proceeded to do a magnificent job of cleaning things 
up.  We sawed, we cut, we raked, we dragged, and 
we piled and before long, we were amazed at what 
we accomplished. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We wish to extend a huge thanks to our 
volunteers:  Standing (l-r) Joanne & Randy Chavez, 
Barbara Murphy.  Seated (l-r) Sarah & fiancé Andrew 
Gomez, Mary Ellen Perea, Jim & Beverly Morten. 
Volunteers not pictured:  Ron Gay, Sue Redding and 
daughter Crystal, Heather Hooper, Michael & Sylvia 
Rosales and their children Michael, Diego, Sophia, 
and Isabella. 

 

Don & Mary Alley Ron Roesner 

Joyce Bayless Jeanne Schiada 

Joanne Russell Chavez P. J. Sitter 

Donna Crippen Bruce & Robyn Steele 

Dwain Crum Edward Stephanian 

Maedale Gongora Jean Terberg 

Don & Edith Harrington Billie Tone 

Janet Chase Hassler Jerry Lynne Treinen 

Darrel Kelty Renay & John Wallace 

Elaine Kelty Carol & Ed Wells 

Kiwanis of Rosemead Janice Wiggins White 

Jerry Lesandro Randy Wiggins 

Glen Linch  

OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS 
���� 
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El Monte Cemetery Association 

P. O. Box 4247 

El Monte, California  91734 

 

HISTORIC LANDMARK APPLICATION 
  

Our application for California State Historic Landmark status has been submitted to the State and 

we are scheduled to be on the agenda for the State Historic Resource Commission’s meeting on January 

20, 2012.  If you would like to see the application, it is online at the California State Parks, Office of 

Historic Preservation’s website under Pending Nominations (http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24368).   

 We must acknowledge and thank Sandra Flint and Eric Chase, who voluntarily spent countless 

hours working to answer all questions from the State and submit a comprehensive application on behalf 

of Savannah Memorial Park.  Sandra, who by profession is an Archaeologist, and Eric, by profession a 

Geologist, are both legacy family members with several family members resting at Savannah. 
 


