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Letter from Your President 
 

In my last 
message, I 
mentioned CAL 
American Water 
and their interest 
in helping the 
cemetery.  Even 
though many 
people are willing 
to help the 
cemetery, it 
doesn’t always 
happen.  Well, 
CAL American 
came through with flying colors.  The water 
company sent out a consultant to survey our 
water system and the next thing that was 
happening was they were asking if they could 
replace some of the less efficient water sprinklers 
and install more water conservative water valves.  
Of course we said ‘yes’, so CAL-AM contracted 
out to do work on the water system for the entire 
cemetery.  They also set the sprinklers to 
properly water the acceptable range of water 
with the appropriate water volume.  In addition, 
our automated sprinkler timers were reset to 
operate at water efficient levels and new rain 
monitors were installed to identify when to 
reduce water usage even further when it rains.  
The water consultant also provided Savannah 
with a detailed report of our entire water system 
for future reference.  In total, the price for all 
this work would have been approximately 
$5,000, but CAL-AM footed the bill and charged 
the cemetery nothing for this service.  It was a 
very generous offer and showed that some 
companies really do want to help out.  We are 
very pleased to have friends like CAL-AM. 

I would like to thank long-time board 
member Robyn Steele for her hard work and 
dedication to Savannah. Robyn resigned her 
position in mid-January for personal reasons, 
but will make herself available as an assistant to 
me.  Every board should have members like 
Robyn who really want to make a difference in 
an organization.  We will miss you Robyn. 

Our Historical Landmark committee is 
busy trying to identify foundries for our 

historical plaque.  They will be getting estimates 
and then come back to the Board for final 
approval before ordering the plaque.  The 
committee will also try to identify an 
appropriately priced and adequately designed 
monument for the cemetery.  The Historical 
Dedication Committee has identified a tentative 
list of invitees to the dedication and once a date 
is set, the plaque, monument and celebration 
event will be announced for all the friends of 
Savannah Cemetery.  We’re hoping for a very 
special event sometime this year.  It’ll be great 
for Savannah, Rosemead and the entire 
community. 

Volunteer News:  A local Boys Scout 
troop has offered to do some maintenance 
projects around the cemetery to satisfy Eagle 
Scout requirements for some of the more 
experienced scouts.  These projects include 
straightening gravestones, adding shelves in the 
maintenance shed and doing some other repairs 
around the cemetery.  This is a great community 
project and we’re glad the Boy Scouts have 
selected Savannah to complete their Eagle Scout 
project. 

We need your help.  If you need some 
information on the cemetery, would like to 
volunteer or make a donation, please contact me 
at joeacastillo@aol.com.  I may not have all the 
answers and if I don’t, I will get it for you.  Take 
care and I hope to meet you sometime!  
 
Joe Castillo, President 
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An Early Pioneer . . . 

NOTABLE QUOTABLE 

“The challenge of history is to recover the past and 

introduce it to the present.”    David Thelen 

 

� 
 

 
 

 

William H. Freer 
  
 No more prominent family than that established 
in California, by William H. Freer, holds rank among the 
representative citizens of Los Angeles County, the name 
being especially well known and esteemed in El Monte 
and vicinity. 
  The pioneer, William H. Freer, 
was a native of the Middle West states, 
his birth having occurred on the Little 
Miami River, in Ohio, February 5, 1814.  
He was a son of Jonathan Freer, who 
was born in North Carolina, and became 
a pioneer settler of Ohio, here with his 
wife, formerly Hannah Swords, of 
Virginia, he engaged in farming.  He 
finally removed to Randolph County, 
Indiana, and thence to Missouri, locating 
in Atchison County, where his death 
eventually occurred.  His wife survived 
him for many years, her death occurring 
in California.  William H. Freer, 
engaged as a farmer in Atchison County, 
Missouri, in which state he was married, 
and in 1849, came across the plains to 
California with his family, consisting of 
his wife, three children, his mother, two 
sisters and two brothers, one of the 
brothers dying en route. 
  They traveled by ox-teams, 
making the journey, traveling 
continuously from May to October.  Their first winter 
was spent on the Stanislaus River in San Joaquin 
County, where Mr. Freer engaged in making saddletrees.  
In the spring of 1850, he located in Santa Clara County, 
at Berryessa, and on Penetentia Creek, three miles from 
San Jose, purchased a small farm and began work as a 
farmer and horticulturist.  In 1851, he tried mining for a 
time, but not caring for the life, he soon returned to his 
ranch, and as time passed, continued to add to his first 
purchase, until he owned one hundred and seventy-five 
acres.  In the meantime, in 1869, he made a trip to 
Southern California, and purchased three hundred and  
 

 
 
 
twenty acres of the old Dalton tract, near El Monte.  In 
1875, he decided to locate here permanently, and  
accordingly, brought his family to the property, one and 
a half miles north of El Monte, the land lying on the 

banks of the San Gabriel River.  
He, later, purchased three 
hundred and seventeen acres of 
the old Tibbett place, paying 
$5,000 for it, and selling it 
during the boom of 1887, for 
$72,000. 
  He was a very 
successful businessman, 
combining good judgment with 
decision of character, which 
enabled him to see and take 
advantage of many golden 
opportunities presented in the 
early days of the state.  His 
death occurred, February 16, 
1902, removing from the 
community a citizen highly 
esteemed and one whose place 
could never be filled.  For a 
number of years, Mr. Freer, was 
a member of the Board of 
Trustees of the Savannah (now 
Rosemead) School.  Mrs. Freer 
died in 1911. 

  In Grundy County, Missouri, November 25, 
1840, Mr. Freer was united in marriage with Zerelda 
Stucker, who was born in Indiana, March 15, 1824, a 
daughter of John and Susanna Stucker, natives of 
Woodford County, Kentucky.  Mr. and Mrs. Freer 
became the parents of fourteen children, two of whom 
still survive.  They are:  Martin, located on the old home 
place, north of El Monte, and Mary L., wife of Thomas 
Stucker of Los Angeles. 
 

Source:  
http://www.cagenweb.com/re/losangeles/ElMonteBios/FRE
ER_WilliamH.htm 
 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

March 16 & 23 Open House – Sale of Plots  

  10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

May 25, 2013 Memorial Day Clean-Up 

  8:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

May 27, 2013 Memorial Day Ceremony 

 

Note:  A similar picture was used with our 

article on James Bascom Freer in the 

March 2009 issue of Savannah Update.  It 

has since been re-identified as William H. 

Freer. 
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Children of the Savannah… 
   

Mary Alice Rogers 
 

hen nine-year-old Mary Alice Rogers died on 
Saturday, July 22, 1853, she was buried in a 
tiny graveyard affectionately called the 

country cemetery.  American settlers, mostly 
Protestants, made it their own.  Nearby was the dirt 
road to Mission San Gabriel 
Arcángel.  Her family, likely, 
traveled the old road carrying 
her casket.  Today an aging 
headstone marks her grave, and 
in the original cemetery ledger, 
now in faded brown ink, her 
death was the first to be 
recorded.   

No photo captures her 
young face, and no certificate 
reveals cause of death.  But this much is certain,  
Mary Alice was a child of the south, born before the 
Civil War near her Grandparent’s cotton farm in 
Conway County, Arkansas. She spoke with a soft 
southern drawl, knew about ticks and chiggers, and 
grew up with Negro slavery ingrained in her 
upbringing.  

When she was four, her father, James Rogers, 
died.  Four years later her mother, Harriet Holyfield 
Rogers, married John Guess from Conway County, 
and within a month the young family left the south 
forever joining eighty wagons heading west.  She and 
her little brother, James, saw the land of the Cherokee, 
Creek, Choctaw and Chickasaw, and the wide expanse 
of Texas.  They crossed great rivers - the Red, Pecos 
and Rio Grande - and the deserts of New Mexico and 
Arizona. Days passed by in a covered wagon, and at 
night sleep came under the wide open sky.  They were 
young participants in the history of the American 
West. 

In 1871, Grandpa James Holyfield died while 
visiting California, and was buried in Savannah near 
the granddaughter he loved.  Her brother, James, lived 
at home until he was twenty-two.  With his first wife, 
Jane Beardslee, whom he married in 1868, he had 
three children.  They were named John, Mary, and 
Alice.  

 
© 2013 by Jerry Lynne Treinen.  A descendant of San Gabriel 
Valley pioneers, she can be contacted at jltreinen@gmail.com or 
PO Box 5399, Eugene, OR 97405 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Los Angeles Times, July 21, 1883 
 

EL MONTE NOTES. 

 Mr. Charles Soward, who has opened a 
mercantile establishment at El Monte within the past 

few days, states that the farmers of El Monte are 

busily engaged in harvesting their grain, of which the 
crop is ample.  Hay is unusually plentiful and of the 

very finest quality at the Monte this year.  The 
deciduous fruits – pears, apples, peaches and plums – 

seem to find almost a natural home in this fine, moist-
land settlement of Los Angeles county. 
 

W

Don & Mary Alley Janet Chase Hassler 

Valerie Basquette M. C. Gill Corporation 

Melinda Chase Cook Jean Terbert 

Kate Godfrey Jerry Lynne Treinen 

Don & Edith Harrington Tom & Marilyn Wilson 

OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS 
���� 

Financial News 
  Year Ended 
 12/31/12 

Donations $23,044.72  

Plot sales/burials 6,550.00  

Other income    11,141.46  

    Total Income $40,736.18 

 

Administrative expenses   $  3,988.75 

Cemetery maintenance 19,436.54 

Utilities 6,794.40 

Other expenses     3,619.10 

Total Expenses $33,838.79   

Net Income (Loss)   $   6,897.39 

 

 Help improve these numbers!  Send a donation: 

El Monte Cemetery Association 

P. O. Box 4247 

El Monte, California  91734 
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El Monte Cemetery Association 

P. O. Box 4247 

El Monte, California  91734 

REMEMBER YOUR LOVED ONES 
OR 

HONOR THE PIONEERS 
 

SEND A DONATION TO 
 

SAVANNAH MEMORIAL PARK 

P. O. Box 4247 
El Monte, California  91734 

 

We greatly appreciate our donors and could not survive without you! 
Thank You! 

 


