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dancing on a windy day. 
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Read All About It!
Plans Are 

Coming Together at 
Savannah Memorial Park

Did you know... we are landscaping the 
cemetery for an ambience reflecting an 
1850s  Califoria Native landscape?

Did you know... we are building a wall 
with a vine-covered arbor to display our 
historical landmark plaque? 

Did you know... we are starting a member-
ship drive to raise funds to preserve and 
maintain Savannah? 

Did you know... we have a growing 
volunteer-based team? 

Did you know... Henry and Maria Dalton 
deeded Savannah as an American Grave-
yard around 1850?

Did you know... Savannah needs you more 
than ever?

Find Out About 
What’s New



A New Day in the Short and Long-Term Care of 
Savannah Memorial Park

  *Stewardship  *  Restoration  *  Preservation  * Maintenance  *  Beautification  *  Scholarship
       Dear Savannah Members, Friends and Visitors:  There are certain items that Savannah Memorial Park 
would love to have that would make life better for the cemetery, the community and visitors alike, but for so 
long they had to be on our back burner.  Now that we are a historical landmark, the Board of Directors has de-
cided to share our “Wish List” with you, so that you know how to help us.  If you could help deliver on fund-
ing our wish list projects, the El Monte Cemetery Association (DBA Savannah Memorial Park) would greatly 
appreciate it.  Regards, Joanne Russell Chavez, President, and the Board of Directors

First, the El Monte Cemetery Association is striving to 
return the cemetery landscape to reflect an 1850s theme. 
Thus, we are raising funds to recreate the two original 
graves surrounded by cactus, to re-enact the scene that 
Henry Dalton discovered on his property; a scene that 
lead him to deed this property as his American Graveyard.  
With our historical landmark status, we feel it fitting to 
recreate this scene to illustrate the historical beginnings 
of Savannah.  We are also preparing to landscape around 
our historical wall and  install drought-tolerant grass in the 
Phase One area.

Next, we need to cover our new tree wells with rock - the 
trees that the City of Rosemead donated to us.  The rock 
will help percolate and channel rain back down to the 
water table, where the roots can naturally find a refreshing 
drink.  Also, a layer of rock will slow down the evapora-
tion process, which will lead to less watering.  Finally, the 
rock will suppress weeds and this will cut down on the 
work our volunteers do in watering and weeding the trees.

Our third wish, is the most important one we could ever 
make - we need more members! Savannah Memorial 
Park’s future success relies in the growth of our member-
ship, right now and going forward.  In order to accomplish 
our historical landmark projects and to keep up with per-
petual maintenance, we need supportive members. 
 
 

e To do these amazing things to restore Savannah we 
need a multitude of members, including younger mem-
bers, community-based business members and members 
of academia.  Younger members will guarantee the future 
of Savannah in our “Stewardship Program” in tackling 
restoration, preservation, maintenance, and beautification 
projects.  Who will step up to this challenge for the future, 
working towards making this pioneer cemetery the com-
munity asset she deserves to be and to carry on the work 
that so many have started today?

ESSENTIALS FOR OUR  CEMETERY PRESERVATION



Savannah is More than just a Final Resting Place of Pioneers
It’s Also a Valuable Repository and Community Hub

The El Monte Historical Museum, 3150 Tyler Avenue, offers an  extensive collection of  
possessions of early  San Gabriel Valley material culture, and includes a small reference library.

www.savannahcemetery.org
 

The El Monte CemeteryAssociation wants  to 
know if you are on our email list?  If not, you can 

drop us line at:

savannahcemetery@yahoo.com
 

  We only use this list to contact members about 
upcoming special events.  

Don’t be left out - email us today!

Please direct newsletter queries or comments to 
Beverly Morten: 

bmabbmo@gmail.com or savannahcemetery@
yahoo.com

    Like us on Facebook at 
    Savannah Memorial Park, hosted by 

Michelle Hewitt

 “We need to haunt the house of history and listen anew to the ancestor’s wisdom.”  
                                                                                                                                                               Maya Angelou

 Historic Savannah Memorial Park is grateful for the generosity 
 and support of the following 2014 donors:

Kate Godfrey
Valley Monument
Don & Mary Alley
MC Gill Corporation
Jerry Treinen
El Monte Parks & Rec-
reation
Janice White
Gerry Fallon
Sally Hamilton
Anna Guess Pick
Valerie Basquette
Cal American Water
Pamela Sweers
Mary McInally
Brian Levin
Betty Cook

Joan Skaggs
Debbie Corero (Council 
for the Blind)
Bob Bruesch
Randy & Joanne 
Wiggins
Virgil Ervin
Temple City Historical 
Society
Walter White
James Bias 
Peggy & Nancy 
Hueting
Mara Dragos
Donna Vargas
Renay Wallace
Daniel Munoz

David Hiovich
Kimberly Truong
Kathryn Stemier
Mary Ellen Perea
Megan Smolenyak
Irene George
Bonnie Lott
Rosemead Kiwanis
City of Rosemead
Home Depot, El Monte
Lowes, Pico Rivera
WaterWise
Upper San Gabriel Val-
ley Water District
Starbucks, Rosemead 
Blvd., Rosemead

     Over the  course of this summer, Savannah was privileged with a driving force of volunteers who came to rake 
leaves, pick up trash, spread mulch,  sweep grave markers, prune trees, and much more.  We talked, laughed and even 
got in a light and healthy workout.  It was a wonderful time and we hope that even more of you will offer a few hours 
a month to help Savannah during this transitional period as we become a drought-tolerant landscape, one of our priori-
ties.  We are temporarily without lawn maintenance services due to our landscaping changes, so volunteers are the only 
true source in keeping Savannah looking respectful!  To all of our volunteers over summer...you mean the world to us 
and WE THANK YOU!                             

“Volunteer Days” are every Thursday morning 9AM to 11AM and Saturdays by special appointment.

                         One of our dedicated groups of our volunteers



Savannah’s New  Mission   
Promote Our Stewardship Program to Raise

Preservation and Maintenance Funds 

Please Join Our MembershipDrive

Show Your Support for 
Our Historical Landmark Projects

Thank you for your generous tax-deductable donation and support for 
California Historical Landmark Number 1046

Membership Levels

 Student $15
 Individual $20

Family/Dual $35
 Silver $125
 Gold $275

 Legacy $500

   ~Annual membership includes one year of the Savannah Quarterly Newsletter      
     and early announcements to upcoming special events

   ~Membership is for the fiscal year of October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2015

   ~Dues support the El Monte Cemetery Association’s hardworking objectives 
 
   ~Savannah is a non-profit 501(c)(13) Corporation and is 100% Volunteer Run

   ~Join Savannah’s Volunteer Program and be part of our team to give       
    shape and purpose at the cemetery   e Call Us At (626) 287-4838

2015 and Beyond

The El Monte Cemetery Association understands that we have 
taken on an enormous task in regards to our water conservation, 
cemetery restoration and maintenance programs.  If history can 
become a perishable commodity due to a lack of interest,  then 
we implore you to join us in our mission as being “Stewards of 
This Quaint Historic Cemetery” and keep history alive.  

While Savannah is certainly an important asset for Rosemead 
and the genealogical world, it is also important to all who want 
to preserve history.  Our new historical plaque wall and arbor is 
a testament to our dedication of our goals during these pivotal 
and transformative crossroads where we stand at now.  

Let’s keep the momentum going in meeting these daunting chal-
lenges together. Your annual dues and donations will be used to 
ensure the continuation in executing necessary preservation and 
maintenance designs to make Savannah the showplace of which 
we are all so proud.  

As a member you will receive our newsletter to keep you current 
with the happenings at Savannah and to receive early announce-
ments to special events we hold.  

We have some fun events 
upcoming in 2015!



A Quaint American Graveyard Exists...in Rosemead.    

To walk through this American Graveyard is to 
relive the era of the historic San Gabriel Valley.  
Many pioneers who settled at the “End of the Santa 

Fe Trail” are buried here and visitors still come to visit 
their graves.  Today, Savannah has grown beyond buri-
als of pioneers and now represents those buried during 

the course of our nation’s history.  Our residents include 
Veteran’s from wars beginning with the War of 1812, plus 
individuals and families who lived in, or have families still 
living in the San Gabriel Valley.  We have 3,700 docu-
mented graves to visit at our four acre cemetery and a few 
mystery graves needing investigation. 

e This hallowed ground has quite 
the vivid past, but Savannah now 
stands in dire need of your assis-
tance.  She needs help to stand up to 
the challenges of today - adapting to 
the drought with new water-saving 
grass, sprinklers and shade trees; two 
masony restoration projects, repairs 
to our iron fence, plus regular main-
tenance costs - just to name a  few of 
the things Savannah needs today.              
              

e To keep up with current demands 
at the cemetery and into the future, 
the El Monte Cemetery Association 
has initiated an annual membership 
drive to raise essential funding for 
preservation, beautification and main-
tenance projects.  
As a public treasure, Savannah 
hopes you will be the first to join in 
our membership drive.  Your dona-
tion will be the solution in the short 
and long-term care of Savannah!

e Moving forward, our Annual 
Membership and Donation Drive is a 
tool to make Savannah the  historical 
and cultural site of importance she 
deserves to be - for Rosemead and its 
citizens. As a member you will help 
sustainably manage this American 
classic, and to further educate the 
public in respect to Savannah’s worth 
as a pioneer cemetery, and for other 
educational and academic purposes.

Conservation Program to Restore Two
Aging Box Tombs

Beautification with a Drought-Tolerant 
Landscaping and Demonstration Garden

Volunteers, Donators and Members - Always  
a Welcomed Sight

Be Part of Something Original
 Join Savannah’s Historical Landmark Projects



 Thompson     Schmidt    Cuddleback     Corbin     Sheldon   Macy    Chesman                 
Gray   Andrews    Gibson   Heath    Mayes   Thurman    Tweedy   Guess    Fryer
 Talmade    Whistler   Cunningham   Tyler   Lee   Martin   Vise   Weil    Durfee 

 Bennett     Wiggins     Rubottom   Tibbett      Lewis      Willis   Johnston   
 Cleminson   Cogswell     Ellis    Freer   Gibson   Maxson   McGirk   Rowland
 Steele    Claudia  De Adelena      Blackley   Slack     Elliott    King   Dalton

Out of the Past

Henry “Don Enrique” Dalton 
Photo Credit:  California Historical Society 
Collection, USC Digital Library; from a kcet.org 
program written by Yosuke Kitazawal. 

Maria Guadalupe Zamorano Dalton
Wife of Henry Dalton
Photo Credit:  USC Digital Library; from kcet.org 
program written by Yosuke Kitazawal. 

Every Community has a Story,
Welcome to Ours...

   As Savannah’s new editor I hope 
to make the newsletter engaging for 
you,  the reader. I still want to continue 
Heather Hooper’s tradition of hosting 
an article about our settlers, after all 
Savannah is the voice of the collective 
memories of the San Gabriel Valley.
   So, in keeping the tradition of paint-
ing the past of the San Gabriel Valley, 
I would like to introduce you to Henry 
and Maria Dalton, the founders of this 
American Graveyard; a graveyard that 
over a century and a half would be re-
born as the El Monte Cemetery Associa-
tion’s Savannah Memorial Park.

e     

Henry and Maria Dalton

Successful Merchant 
and Landowner

Henry Dalton, or “Don Enrique Dal-
ton,” as was he was called in pioneer 
days, was born in London, England, 
on October 8, 1804, to the parents 
of Winnall Thomas Dalton and 
Ann Woolfe.  Henry was one of ten 
children from this union.  In 1819, 
he apprenticed with his father as a 
merchant tailor.  Dalton traversed  
the globe finally finding his way 
to Lima, Peru where he lived for 
about 25 years building an extensive 
general merchandising trade.  From 
Peru he migrated to Mexico and 
later California.

Dalton acquired property in both 
San Pedro and Los Angeles as early 
as 1843.  The following year he built 
an adobe retail store on a plot of 
land bordered by Main, Spring and 
Court Streets in Los Angeles. 

Within three years of his arrival in 
Los Angeles, Dalton had become 
one of the largest landowners in the 
city, with almost the entire foothills 
of the San Gabriel Mountains in his 
hands.  Dalton gradually accumu-
lated properties until he became the 
owner of five ranches:  Azusa, San 
Francisquito, San Jose and Addition, 
and Santa Anita.  Other miscella-
neous properties were acquired in 
and near Los Angeles.  By 1851, his 
land ownership totaled 45,280 acres.

Turning to a map, Dalton’s proper-
ties were located contiguously in 
Azusa, Arcadia, Monrovia, Irwin-
dale, Baldwin Park, El Monte, 
Temple City, Sierra Madre, Pasade-
na and San Marino.  In 1847, Dalton 
purchased Rancho Santa Anita from 
Scottish-born Mexican citizen Hugo 
Reid.

Mrs. Henry Dalton

AKA Maria Guadalupe Zamorano, 

was born December 18, 1832, in 
Monterey, California, to Maria Luisa 
Arguello and Augustin Vicente 
Zamorano.  Maria’s father served as 
a Governor of California.  Maria met 
her future husband in 1846 and mar-
ried Henry on July 1, of that year, 
at the San Gabriel Mission.  Just 
prior to their marriage, Dalton was 
baptized at the Mission with Per-
fecto Hugo Reid standing with him.  
Maria was known as the “Belle of 
Los Angeles,” as she was known for 
her great beauty.

From this marriage the couple had 
11 children, seven whom reached 
adulthood:  Winnall Augustin, Luisa, 
Soyla, Henry Francisco, Elena, Val-
entine, and Joseph Russell.

Dalton’s Contributions 
to the San Gabriel Valley

It is documented that the first plant-
ing of avocados in California was 
actually recorded in 1848 by Henry



Out of the Past: The Dalton’s San Gabriel Valley Legacy

Dalton, near what is now Azusa.  At 
Rancho Azusa, Dalton planted a 
vineyard, built a winery, a distillery, 
a vinegar house, a meat smokehouse 
and a flour mill.  He imported mill 
stones from France in 1854.  In 1874, 
Dalton and Captain J. R. Gordon 
imported from Italy, fifteen stands of 
Italian honey bees, considered to be 
the first honey bees imported into the 
United States.  This contributed to 
the production of honey throughout 
the U.S.  

Dalton was proud of his choice of 
wines and brandies.  The winery was 
the largest building on his rancho.  
Over 9,000 vines were planted at 
Azusa, many introduced by Henry 
from Europe.  

The many things we take for granted, 
a glass of wine, honey in our tea, or 
delicious guacomole, are the very 
things Dalton reached out into the 
world’s marketplace to bring back 
home for the communities pleasure. 
Henry planted the seeds of change 
and hope for future generations living 
in the San Gabriel Valley.  We should 
all be proud of his introduction of 
new foods to the San Gabriel Valley!

The Fall of Henry Dalton

For many years, the Mexican govern-
ment owed Dalton for supplies they 
bought from his Los Angeles store 
during the Mexican-American War.  
When California passed from Mexico 
to the United States, Mexican and 
Spanish land grants were confirmed 
by treaty, but Henry’s title was always 
clouded.  The Dalton’s faced years 
of litigation which would eventually 
lead to a bleak drain on his finances.  

To pay for costly litigation, Dalton 
slowly sold his properties.  In 1854, 
Rancho Santa Anita was sold.  Ran-
cho Francisquito was disposed of in 
small tracts between 1867 and 1875.  
Dalton’s home, Rancho Azusa was 
lost to squatters through a series of 
highly questionable court decisions.  
Rancho San Jose and Addition be-
came entangled in land litigation and 

were lost.  Miscellaneous property 
was gradually sold or lost as well.  
After 34 years in the homestead on 
Azusa Hill, Dalton left it on January 
10, 1881, to spend the remainder of 
his years in an adobe house, originally 
built in 1862, for the bee keeper; near 
the northern end of the present Azusa 
Aveune.

When a new suit over water rights at 
Rancho Azusa was about to be insti-
tuted in January 1884, an application 
was made to the court to perpetuate 
the testimony of Dalton by obtain-
ing a deposition from him.  He was 
described as “old, sick and infirm, and 
in a dying  condition.”  The deposi-
tion was taken on January 12th, at the 
home of good friend, Frank Sabichi, 
in Los Angeles, where Henry passed 
his last days.  Henry was asked “Were 
you formerly the owner of said ranch 
(the Azusa)?”  His answer was char-
acteristic of him:  “I purchased it in 
1844, in December, and ought to own 
it at the present day.”  Henry died 
January 21, in his 81st year.  Mrs. 
Dalton survived her husband, dying 
September 1, 1914.

Conclusion

The complexity and richness of Henry 
Dalton’s life is more then what can 
be mentioned here. What we can take 
away from his life is that he was not 
afraid to take risks, plus he had a keen 
intuition for seeking out innovative 
ideas and products to sculpt his life 
and landscape. We owe a lot to this 
man whose cemetery we have inherit-
ed.  Currently, the El Monte Cemetery 
Association has taken on a role like 
one Henry would have tackled: bring 
in innovative landscaping technology 
and beautify Savannah.  While his 
land was lost to litigation and court 
costs, his contributions to the San Ga-
briel Valley and Savannah Memorial 
Park silently lives on into perpetuity.

Source Citation:
Excerpts in whole or part from the fol-
lowing sources:
www.avacadotrees.com. Accessed: 
28/10/2014.
C.C. Baker. Don Enrique Dalton of the Azusa. 

Annual Publication of the Historical Society 
of Southern California, Vol. 10. No. 3 (1917), 
pp. 17-35.  University of California Press. His-
torical Society of Southern California. http://
www.jstor.org/stable/41168741. Accessed: 
28/10/2014.
www.daltondatabank.org. Accessed: 
28/10/2014
The Rise and Fall of Henry “Don Enrique” 
Dalton, the British Ranchero of the San Gabri-
el Valley.  Yosuke Kitazawa.  PBS 25/11/2013.
Accessed: 28/10/2014.

Mission San Gabriel where Henry Dalton 
was baptized and married the “Belle of 
Los Angeles,” Maria Guadalupe Zamorano

Mission San Gabriel



“The Historical and Cultural Foundations of the 
Nation Should be Preserved as a Living Part of our 
Community Life and Development in Order to Give 

a Sense of Orientation to the American People.”
                                                                                                                          

e National Historic Preservation Act    g

Your dues and donations work toward supporting Savannah.  We are tax deductible to the extent allowed by 
the IRS.  We offer the convenience of credit card payment with Pay Pal (website only), 

or donate by check or money order, made payable and sent to: 
 

“Savannah Memorial Park”
 El Monte Cemetery Association 

Post Office Box 4247, El Monte, CA 91734
                                                                                                                                                
e Come Visit Us to See Your Donation Hard at Work at Savannah!    g

I am bound to them, 
though I cannot look 

into their eyes 
or hear their voices.  
I honor their history. 
I cherish their lives.  
I will tell their story.  

I will remember them.
Author Unknown

“All the beautiful 
sentiments in the 

world weigh less than 
a single lovely 

action.”
              James Russell Lowell

 
We look forward to 
your action in our 
new Membership and 
Donation Drive.  Please 
mail your remittance 
payable to Savannah 
Memorial Park to the 
address below!

Please 
Remember to

Update Your Email 
Information with 

Us!

Savannah’s New Historical 
Wall and Arbor Holding 

Our Historical 
Plaque Number 1046 
Is Almost Finished!

The El Monte Cemetery Association is currently 
constructing our “Historical Plaque Wall and 
Arbor.”  As you can see, Virgil has the signage 
up and ready for the plaque to be inserted.  We 
will be removing the iron fence, so as you drive 
or walk by there is an unobstructed view of the 
plaque and wall. Soon we will be adding an 
1850s California Native landscape to compli-
ment the wall.  

The EMCA is lowering our carbon footprint 
by retrofitting our water ineffecient sprinklers 
helped by Brian at WaterWise.  Then we will be 
ready to get some of our green back with a new 
hybrid dwarf fescue grass.  This grass requires 
less watering and mowing (less air pollution).  
Finally, we will be adding more mulch in our 
grass reduction areas, donated through the City 
of Rosemead’s Green Waste Program.  Of course 
we are adding more trees donated by Rosemead!

We need help funding grass seed and plants.  
Is this where you can help us?

Then Phase One Is Completed!

 Photo credit this newsletter: Morten Photography

                   Wall designer and builder: Virgil Ervin


