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Dear Family and Friends of the Savannah, 
Since the last 

newsletter we have had a 
lot of positive momentum in 
the continuing care of 
Savannah.  We held our 
general meeting on March 
5th at the El Monte Historical 
Museum.  It was a very 
productive meeting with lots 
of great input and 
suggestions from the 
attendees.  One of the 
highlights of the meeting 
was the end of year financial report.  For the first time in a 
long while (not sure how long) Savannah ended the year in 
the black.  This was due to a lot of fiscal responsibility on 
Janice’s part and a tremendous amount of support from the 
plot sales for the year.  This is exciting news and I look 
forward to continuing this momentum into this year, despite 
two very high water bills.  Once these bills came in, the 
watering procedures were closely reviewed.  In order to 
mitigate overwatering or water waste, the valves were shut 
off.  Luckily we have had quite a bit of rain this season 
which has helped.  I had a meeting with our landscaper 
with some very good results.  Our contract was 
renegotiated and signed.  Andre Landscaping is graciously 
donating fertilization services saving Savannah over $500 
monthly.  They are aware of our situation on watering and 
are actively assisting in identifying any problems with 
sprinkler heads or leaks.  I feel we have a great advocate in 
Andre Landscaping and am very grateful. 

We are finally moving forward with a self guided 
tour.  Janice has been tirelessly working on this project with 
some great results.  The goal at this time is to have 10 of 
the projected 25 sites in place by Memorial Day.  The 
markers are all metal and will be treated to be weather 
resistant.  On the markers will be a plaque giving the details 
of the notable resident.  I am very excited about this project 
because it opens many opportunities to get the community 
involved in and informed about Savannah and its historical 
importance. 

Memorial Day is coming up in two short months.  
Please check inside the newsletter for dates and times of 
the cleanup day and the actual day of the ceremony.  This 
is our capstone event for the year and we are looking 
forward to seeing everyone there.  The Board is looking at 
holding additional events throughout the year.  These could 
be guided tours or open house events.  These events will 
help bring Savannah’s unique story to the community.  I 
would like to ask all of you for any suggestions on possible 
events that can be held in the future.  

There will be a dedication ceremony for the 
memorial in honor of Jack Bezner in April.  We will be 
remembering the many years of service Jack dedicated to 
Savannah and honor the memory of him and his wife.  We 
would welcome your attendance. 

To close out I would like to like to return to the 
topic of volunteers.  This year has been very productive for 
Savannah.  I cannot emphasize enough that it is due mostly 
to the efforts of our volunteers.  Plot sales, facilities 
maintenance and even the newsletter you are reading are 
accomplished solely by volunteers and not your Board.  As 
stewards of Savannah, it is important for us to do our part 
in sustaining and caring for our beloved cemetery.  I would 
like to ask again if there is any special skill you might have 
or even the heart to dedicate a little of your time, please 
contact us.  There is no donation of your time too small and 
as always it is greatly appreciated.  There is one skill set I 
would like to request specifically.  If there is anyone 
experienced in website maintenance and managing social 
networks, I would really appreciate it if you would contact 
me.  Along with the good news of our financial status for 
this past year, I would like to continue towards a more 
secure financial future for Savannah.  This, as always, is 
dependent a great deal upon your generosity.  We are a 
nonprofit which makes your donation tax deductible.  Any 
amount is accepted with great appreciation and will be used 
entirely for the benefit of Savannah’s continued 
sustainment. 

Thank you again for taking the time to read the 
newsletter and we hope that you all have a healthy and 
happy Spring season. 
 

Thank you, 
Justen Wiggins 
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An Early Pioneer . . . 

NOTABLE QUOTABLE 

“It is indeed a desirable thing to be well descended, but the 

glory belongs to our ancestors.” ~ Plutarch 
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Fredrick Payson Cave 
 

Highly esteemed as a public benefactor, 

and active in the early development of El Monte, 

was Dr. Fredrick P. Cave, who opened the first drug 

store here and also built up a large practice as a 

physician. 

 Dr. Cave was born in Montreal, 

Canada, March 26, 1853.  His parents 

were natives of Ireland, coming to 

America and settling in Vermont, 

where they resided for many years.  

Dr. Cave attended the public schools of 

his home community, and on 

completing his academic education, he 

taught school for a number of terms 

near his home in Vermont.  He later 

attended, and was graduated from, the 

New York Medical College in New York 

City. 

 Coming to California in the fall 

of 1888, Dr. Cave stopped for a few 

months in Monrovia, following which 

he came to El Monte.  Energetic and enterprising to 

a marked degree, he immediately began the 

practice of medicine, and in due time, built up a 

large practice.  In 1892, he built and opened a drug 

store on Main Street, a short distance east of 

Lexington Avenue.  This was El Monte’s first drug 

store and filled a long felt need.  At about this time 

he also built a nice residence a short way southeast 

of his drug store, and in 1896, he contracted for the 

erection of a large hall across the street from his 

drug store.  This was known as Cave’s Hall, and for 

many years was the main place of meeting for 

public gatherings.  It was a large two-story 

structure, the building was destroyed by fire in 

1913. 

  

 

 

Dr. Cave later acquired a walnut grove east 

of Puente, and also bought a home and other 

property in Los Angeles.  June 23, 1883, he was 

married to Ettie M. Arnold. Little information is 

available regarding Mrs. Cave, other than she was a 

native of Peru, New York.  To Mr. and Mrs. Cave 

were born three children, all of whom are still 

living, namely: Mable A. Garrett, of 

Santa Ana; Arnold S. Cave of 

Redondo Beach and Fredrick P. Cave 

of Oakland. 

 As a side issue, Dr. Cave 

invented an acetylene gas light for 

home and office use, many of which 

he manufactured and sold.  In about 

1902, he moved to Los Angeles 

where he continued his profession 

for a time.  Meeting with financial 

reverses and failing health in his 

declining years and having left El 

Monte several years prior to his 

death, little is known of his last 

years.  His death occurred in 1907. 

 Greatly interested in the improvement and 

general welfare of El Monte, and especially in its 

educational advancement, Dr. Cave was the first to 

advance the movement for establishing a High 

School here.  For many years he served as trustee 

on the El Monte School Board, and his affirmative 

vote could always be counted on in all matters of 

community betterment. 

 Fraternally he was a Mason, Odd Fellow 

and Modern Woodman.  In religion he was a 

member of the Methodist Church; and, politically a 

staunch Republican. 

 
Source:  

http://www.lagenealogy.com/ElMonteBios/CAVE_FredrickP.htm 

 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
April 16, 2011 Dedication in Memory of 

11:00 a.m. Jack Bezner at Savannah Cemetery 

 

May 28, 2011 Annual Clean-Up 

9:00 a.m. at Savannah Cemetery 

 

May 30, 2011 Annual Memorial Day Ceremony 

10:30 a.m. at Savannah Cemetery 
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TOUR PROJECTTOUR PROJECTTOUR PROJECTTOUR PROJECT    
 

As reported in the last newsletter 
(December 2010), the Friends of Savannah held 
a Casino Night and raised almost $600 for a 
tour project for Savannah Memorial Park.  
Friends of Savannah put together a list of some 
of the more active and influential people in the 
early settlement period that are interred in the 
cemetery and have proposed signs to be set in 
concrete at each grave with a description of the 
person’s contributions to the establishment of 
the community.  These signs will draw the 
attention of visitors and provide something 
like a self-guided tour.  Visitors can then learn 
some of the history that lies in these grounds. 

The project will cost about $100 per 
sign.  In addition to the funds raised by 
Friends of Savannah, we have received 
approximately $600 in additional donations.  If 
you would like to donate to this effort it would 
be appreciated.  Just write “tour” on your 
check and send it to Savannah Memorial Park, 
P.O. Box 4247, El Monte, CA  91734.  For more 
information, contact Janice Wiggins White 626-
443-8325. 
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Camille Joy Allen Bonnie Lott 

Don & Mary Alley Carol Marburger 

Meredith Babbott Martha Neilsen 

Marguita Ellias Ken Pike 

Kate Godfred Patricia Ruth 

Doug Halverson M. Jeanne Schiada 

Joseph Keller Janice White 

Darrel Kelty  

OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS 
���� 

 

Financial News 
  Year Ended 
 12/31/10 

Donations $14,453.00  

Plot sales/burials 15,750.00  

Other income     8,925.92  

    Total Income $39,128.92 

 

Administrative expenses   $ 3,290.08 

Cemetery maintenance 22,617.10 

Utilities 9,605.98 

Other expenses     2,231.68 

Total Expenses $37,744.84   

Net Income (Loss)   $   1,384.08 

 

 Help improve these numbers!  Send a donation: 

El Monte Cemetery Association 

P. O. Box 4247 

El Monte, California  91734 

 

 

May 28, 2011 

9:00 a.m. 

Annual Clean-Up 

Bring your family and come 

help tidy up your family plot 

or the cemetery in general. 

May 30, 2011 10:30 

a.m. 

Come join us for an 

inspiring ceremony. 
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From the Past . . .From the Past . . .From the Past . . .From the Past . . .    
    

    

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

El Monte Cemetery Association 

P. O. Box 4247 

El Monte, California  91734 

Los Angeles Herald 
November 16, 1907 

 
ASKS DIVISION OF HUSBAND’S ESTATE 
Widow of Man Who Died Without Leaving Will Asks Court to Divide Property Valued at $35,480 
 Emelie C. Allgeyer filed a petition in the probate division of the superior court yesterday in the 
matter of the estate of Henry Allgeyer, who is said to have left property valued at $35,480. 
 Mr. Allgeyer died November 11, 1907, leaving no will or testament, Mrs. Allgeyer asserts, and she 
and her children are now the sole heirs at law to the estate. 
 Pearl E. Allgeyer, aged 3 years, Albert C. Allgeyer aged 2 years, and Clara K. Allgeyer, aged 9 
months, are the children mentioned in the petition. 
 The items of the estate are given as follows:  Twelve acres of land in Los Angeles county, valued at 
$12,000; acreage in Rancho Potrero Felipe de Lugo, valued at $6000; sixteen acres in the same tract, valued 
at $15,000; cash in the First National bank of El Monte, $600; cash in the Security Savings bank of Los 
Angeles, $240; six horses valued at $900; wagons and furniture valued at $700. 
 


