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Children of the SavannahChildren of the SavannahChildren of the SavannahChildren of the Savannah    
 
"Little Charlie", Baby Turner, and Alice 

are just three of over seven hundred children 
buried in Savannah Memorial Park - A Pioneer 
Cemetery since the 1850s.  Baby Turner died at 
birth after his mother was shot during an 1874 
robbery at the 
family's general 
store on La Puente 
Creek.  Unlike the 
beautiful 
headstone for one 
year old Alice 
Guess, the Turner 
baby is one of 
many laid to rest 
in unmarked 
graves in what 
was then known 
as El Monte 
Cemetery.  Brace Gibson lost both his nineteen-
year-old wife, Luty Velmar, and his four-month-
old child, Luty Etta, in 1888.  Children ranging in 
age from stillborn to their teens died from 
accident, or diseases and epidemics of the time - 
pneumonia, typhoid fever, smallpox, influenza, or 
measles.  Luty Velmar Gibson died of 
consumption (known today as tuberculosis). 

A descendent of San Gabriel Valley 
pioneers, Jerry Lynne Treinen, is currently 
researching documentation for a story about the 
Children of the Savannah.  If you have any 
knowledge surrounding either the life or death of 
one of these children, she would be interested in 
hearing from you.  Whether from events told by 
word of mouth, or information written in a family 
bible or journal, what you know of family history 
is important.  Please contact her at 
jltreinen@gmail.com or P.O. Box 5399, Eugene, 
OR 97405. 
 
 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    
    

SelfSelfSelfSelf----Guided Tour SignsGuided Tour SignsGuided Tour SignsGuided Tour Signs    
    Our project to install signs throughout 

the cemetery providing information on our 

“residents” is progressing.  Donations continue 

to come in and have been good.  If you would 

like a sign for your family member, please 

provide the text you would like on the sign and 

your check for $100.  We will take care of having 

the sign made and installed.  Send your 

information and check to: 
 

Savannah Memorial Park 
P. O. Box 4247 

El Monte, CA 91734 
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An Early Pioneer . . . 

NOTABLE QUOTABLE 

 “No man can cause more grief than that one clinging blindly 

to the vices of his ancestors.” 
    ~William Faulkner  
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John CleminsonJohn CleminsonJohn CleminsonJohn Cleminson    
 
The Cleminson family are prominent citizens of 

the Los Angeles County, where the pioneer, John 
Cleminson established the name at an early date in the 
history of California, two succeeding generations serving to 
keep alive the records and deeds of their ancestor, who 
proved himself worthy to cope with the trials and hardships 
of a new land.  The pioneer John Cleminson, Sr., was a 
native of England, who, in 1812, came with his father to St. 
John’s, New Brunswick, whence then 
made their way to the United States 
and finally located in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  Later in Lexington, 
Lafayette County, Missouri, he 
engaged in teaching school, then 
worked as a cabinet-maker and 
carpenter.  Removing to Galena, 
Illinois, he made his home in that 
section until 1852, when he came to 
California and engaged with his older 
son, James, in farming, first in San 
Bernardino County, then in El Monte, 
until his death in the latter place in 
1879, at the age of eighty years.  His 
wife, formerly Lydia Lightner, was 
born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and 
went to Missouri with her parents.  
Her death occurred in 1873 at the age 
of seventy-three years.  She left a 
family of four daughters and two 
sons, all of whom are now deceased. 
 John Cleminson, Jr., was born in Hancock County, 
Illinois, December 8, 1842, the youngest in the family of 
his parents, and but ten years of age when he accompanied 
the family across the plains.  Leaving Illinois in the fall of 
1851, they went to Missouri, where they wintered and in 
the early spring, the company collected their belongings 
and outfitted for the tedious journey.  Their route lay 
through the Indian Territory, Socorro, New Mexico, and 
Arizona.  Just before they reached the latter place, the 
Apaches stampeded their cattle, leaving but half enough to 
draw their wagons, and three days later, one of the number 
was murdered while gathering fuel.  They remained a few 
days at Santa Cruz to rest up, then moved on to San Xavier  

 
 
 
Del Sac Mission, and on to Tucson, one of the largest towns 
they passed through.  This was a post for the Spanish 
soldiers, who kept on the watch for the Indians.  Here was 
witnessed the crude method of grinding corn with stones.  
The only money in circulations was a copper cent, about the 
size of a twenty-five cent piece.  They remained in Tucson 
several months, then came on by the Pima Indian Village, 
Maricopa Wells and crossed the Gila River about the point 
where it empties into the Colorado.  Here they had to giver 

nearly everything they possessed to be 
ferried across and waited on the 
opposite bank until a government train 
came along, when they were taken to 
San Diego.  Thence they made their 
way to San Bernardino county, where 
they were established on a farm for 
five years.  
 Mr. Cleminson received but 
one year of schooling in that place, his 
services being required in the 
improvement and cultivation of the 
home farm.  He accompanied his father 
to El Monte in 1857, and there took up 
farming.  Finally becoming dependent 
upon his own resources he engaged in 
general farming and dairying.  Like his 
father and brother, James, he was one 
of the leading citizens in the up-
building of the country, seeking every 
avenue for the development of the 

section, giving time, money and personal effort to promote 
the general progress of the community.  He donated the 
right of way to the Pacific Electric Railway, which gave to 
this section a great impetus toward development.  Mr. 
Cleminson was a Republican, his first vote being cast for 
Lincoln.  The highest esteem of the community is given to 
this gentleman for his citizenship, as well as his personal 
character, which was such as to have won the friendship of 
those whith whom he had business or social intercourse 
through the long years of his residence in this section.  John 
Cleminson Died July 24, 1917.  
 
(Source:  
http://www.cagenweb.com/re/losangeles/ElMonteBios/CLEMINS
ON_John.htm) 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

   We are hoping to have an Open House to debut the 

remainder of our new “tour signs”.  Watch our website 

for details (www.savannahcemetery.org).   
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DID YOU KNOW? 
 

id you know that Chariot Races followed 
the annual Rose Parade starting in 1904 
after two years of football was determined 

to be too dangerous?  Savannah’s own Mack 
Wiggins, a member of one of the original pioneer 
families, won that first Chariot Race.  Eventually 
Chariot Races were also deemed too dangerous 
(even though they were very popular and 
attracted large crowds) and football was 
reinstated in 1915. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RRRRosemead Extends osemead Extends osemead Extends osemead Extends HelpHelpHelpHelp    
 

 El Monte Cemetery Association has 
signed a Memo of Understanding with the 
City of Rosemead.  Through this agreement, 
the City will provide “in-kind” services to 
Savannah.  These services include access to 
lower cost services through City contracts 
such as landscape maintenance, irrigation 
repair, tree trimming, concrete and asphalt 
work.  Also, on a case-by-case basis, the City 
will make available the services of skilled and 
semi-skilled workers for minor metal work for 
fence and gate repair, small concrete work, 
painting, etc.   
 We are very grateful to the City for 
their desire to help protect and preserve this, 
their most important and significant historic 
resource. 

 

����    
 

HISTORIC LANDMARK STATUS 
 

 Pursuit of California State Historic 

Landmark status continues.  We are 

currently working toward providing 

additional information requested by the 

Office of Historic Preservation.  It has been a 

long process, but will be worthwhile in the 

end and barring any further requests, we 

expect our application to be reviewed by the 

State Historical Resources Commission in 

their January meeting.  So keep good 

thoughts and cross your fingers!! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Don & Mary Alley Emily Ishigaki 

Sandra Armenta Robert Lightener 

Art Barrios Polly Low 

Valerie Basquette Moose Lodge – El Monte 

Rene Bobadilla Anna Guess Pick 

Cal American Water Richard Reese 

Elks- Alhambra/San Gabriel Claudia Turner 

Don & Edith Harrington Jan White 

Peggy Huetig Randy Wiggins 

Indochina Travel  

D

OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS 
���� 

 

HELP NEEDED 
If you can spare even just $5.00 in these tough times, we need your help.  Donations are our most 
important source of income and they are dwindling.  We appreciate and need your help.  Please mail 
donations to:  Savannah Memorial Park, P. O. Box 4247, El Monte, CA 91734. 
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From the Past . . .From the Past . . .From the Past . . .From the Past . . .    
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

    

    
 

 

 

El Monte Cemetery Association 

P. O. Box 4247 

El Monte, California  91734 

Los Angeles Times, April 10, 1906 
EL MONTE NOTES. 
 EL MONTE, April 9. – At a meeting of the Mountain View Walnut Growers’ Association, it was decided 
to build a $5000 warehouse to be quipped with all modern machinery necessary for the easy and rapid handling and 
loading of walnuts on the cars.  The building will be erected on the Southern Pacific right of way at El Monte. 
 W. O. Garrett will conduct a roller skating rink here, the opening occurring Saturday evening. 
 The following library board has been appointed for El Monte:  P. F. Cogswell, J. D. Cleminson, L. F. 
Baker, A. F. Snell and Dr. Elgar Reed.  This board has been appointed to secure an extension of the State library for 
El Monte.  The application has been signed and W. Loree, principal of the High School, has been appointed 
librarian.  The books will be kep at the High School to be used by all residents free. 
 N. R. Hooper has begun the erection of a home on his property on Center street.  The house will cost about 
$2000.  George Slack is the contractor. 
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